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We are, of course, very interested in the progress which may be
evident at Kings Oak Academy. It is a successor to KGS and
Kingsfield Schools and occupies a site which has had a proud
academic record of educating the best which Kingswood and its
surrounding districts can produce since 1921. But there are worrying signs of failure in our educational system.
You will read on page 27 that 6th form education has now ceased
at KOA. Pupils travel to other schools in the group for post-16 education, and I
understand that many are leaving to attend St Brendans and other schools for this
advanced work. I also know that an ex-KGS scholar has volunteered twice weekly
to help 11-13 year old students with their reading, so there it seems that the pre-KOA
education is also sadly wanting.
In the league tables published in January this year, KOA was ranked 7th out of 10
schools in South Glos., with only 93 pupils sitting A-Level GCSEs compared to over
100 in the other schools in the County. Something is sadly wrong.
The Editor
AUTUMN LUNCH :
We’ve booked for SATURDAY, 13th OCTOBER 2018 at LINCOMBE BARN,
Downend BS16 2RW. We meet at 12.00 to 12.30 for a chat and a drink from the
bar and sit down for lunch at about 1.00pm. Please complete the enclosed form and
send it to our Treasurer, MARTIN HARRYMAN. (address in centre-section inside).
PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE FROM ONE ADVISED EARLIER
SPRING LUNCH & AGM:
Please set aside SATURDAY, 13th APRIL 2019 at Lincombe Barn, Downend
when you will have a chance to sack the Editor and the rest of the Committee!
AUTUMN LUNCH:
Already booked for SATURDAY, 12th OCTOBER 2019 at Lincombe Barn,
Downend. Please book the date in your diary now.

Christian Choir and subsequently formed
and led his own choir.

MIKE PARRY (46-51) died in Southmead Hospital on 26 February 2018 after
a period of illness. He was born in Colchester, but living in Bitton when he took
his 11 plus meant that his secondary
education was at KGS. It was there
where his love of gardening started when
he refused to take part in games, but
agreed with Headmaster RIDLEY that he
should tend the school gardens instead.

To Mike, gardening was always a pleasure but it is said he could never explain
the growth of cannabis plants in his compost heap! He also enjoyed motor-cycling in the early days when, with a
sidecar, he towed a small caravan. Bigbury on Sea and Hope Cove were particularly popular holiday destinations,
and on one occasion in Italy he was
struck by lightning but survived.

His National
Service was
spent in the
RAF in which
he
cycled
competitively
for the service. After the
RAF
he
wished to become an organ builder, but as that was
denied him he joined Dickinson Robinson Group at Fishponds. There he became a quality controller and later he
worked for the Inland Revenue.

Mike is survived by his wife, Joan, and
their two sons.
Mike was quite a regular attender at the
1946ers reunions which took place at
KATH HARDWICK’s (now Filer) farm in
Clapton in Gordano, and the photo below
of 4A in 1950 shows Mike on the back
row, second from the right .
PAULINE ROGERS (51-56) (now
Townsend) has informed us of her
sister’s passing:
‘I am sorry to inform you of the death on
March 20th 2018 of my sister CYNTHIA
ROGERS (later King). She attended
KGS from 1950 to 1956 along with her
two sisters BARBARA and PAULINE.

He was largely a self-taught musician,
becoming an organist for Kensington
Baptist Church and had managed to
squeeze an organ into his home. He was
deputy choirmaster of Frome Valley

‘Cynthia was always very sporty and represented
the
school in Hockey
and Tennis. She
was also in several
theatre
productions including The
Bartered
Bride,
and who can forget
her dancing the
sailors’ horn-pipe
in Kingswood Park
as part of the Coronation celebra2

tions in 1953,while the rest of us danced
around the maypole. She also played the
lead role in Robinson Crusoe at the
YMCA in Kingswood.

DEREK GILLINGHAM (36-41) has reported the death of his brother, RANDOLPH GILLINGHAM (35-40):
‘I wish to inform you that my brother Randolph
passed
away in April
2017, aged 92.
‘After serving in
the navy during
the war he took up
teaching, eventually acting as a relief headmaster at
various schools in
Gloucestershire
which were having
problems.
‘He led a full and
interesting life taking part in various
sports. Randolph leaves a wife, Pamela,
two daughters and two grandsons. He is
sorely missed by all who knew him.’

‘Cynthia (standing on the left) was in the
first group to study for a commercial qualification, as before that Headmaster RIDLEY thought that girls who got to
Grammar School could do better than
being typists. When she left school she
worked as a secretary for an insurance
company in Baldwin Street.

A cursory examination of the Kingswood
Chronicles of the period reveals references to Gillingham in the cricket reports.
In July 1938 he’s mentioned in the Junior
XI batting averages and again in the
1939 bowling averages. In the much-reduced wartime edition of 1939-41, a critique of the players rate ’Gillingham: A
useful slow bowler. The bowling of wides
is evidently a part of a technique to deceive batsmen’. As they were contemporaries, we don’t know to which brother
these reports refer - Ed.

‘She married DAVID KING, one of three
brothers from Warmley who also all attended KGS. When David's company
moved to Nailsworth in Gloucestershire
Cynthia did several jobs to fit in with her
4 children. She took up Bowls to accompany David and as always did well, winning many trophies and playing for
Gloucester Ladies several times.

SANDRA TOLLERFIELD (59-64) (now
Willmott) has written to inform KOSA of
the death of her talented brother RUSSELL TOLLERFIELD (56-61) on the 6th
April 2017 age 72

‘Her last years were difficult as the cancer she thought she had beaten returned
but she was always cheerful and positive. I shall miss her, especially our annual holiday in our favourite place in
Snowdonia with our children and grandchildren.’

‘Russell lived at Anchor Road, Kingswood, and was to become a highly re3

to their newsroom. On his return to the
UK in 1969 he
joined Pye Recording Ltd. as
studio maintenance
engineer,
before
becoming self
employed as a
Contract Engineer for various
companies of
the day, like
Marconi, London Weekend Television
and the Independent Broadcasting Authority.

garded Sound Broadcast Engineer who
played a significant technical role during
the early days of independent radio
broadcasting in the 1960s. His expertise
and skills in transmitter technology was
still being sought until his untimely death
at the Queen Alexander Hospital, Portsmouth.
‘On leaving KGS,
Russell attended
- Bristol Technical
College,
passed the Radio
Amateur Examination, the Post
Office
Morse
Test and was
awarded
the
Postmaster-General Radio licence and given the call sign
G3SQD.

‘In 1973 Russell joined Capital Radio Ltd.
For two years, before being appointed
as Chief Engineer at Radio Victory Ltd.
in 1975. There he was responsible for all
aspects of technical management and
control of studio and outside broadcast
installations. After eleven years Russ
moved to Ocean Sound Ltd. as Station
Engineer, being promoted to Chief Engineer within the year.

‘1962 Russell joined the BBC, recruited
as Technical Assistant (Transmitters)
and trained at Engineering College, Evesham and the External Services Transmitter Station at Skelton, Cumberland.

‘Russell was involved in work for other
radio stations covering major events like
The America’s Cup yacht races and the
Cowes Week races as part of the Cowes
Radio team. His expertise and inventiveness was sought in getting Express FM
to air, for the people of Portsmouth to
enjoy. His last project was participating
in the new Express FM radio studio at
the University of Portsmouth.

‘In 1964 he joined the offshore pirate
radio station Radio London, affectionately known as the Big L ,moored just three
miles off the coast at Frinton-on–Sea,
Essex. As the transmitter and studio engineer he was responsible for keeping
the quality of the sound to maximum output. In 1967 the government of the day
waged war on these commercial radio
stations and they were forced to close
down. Russell, having drawn the short
straw pulled the plug and shut off the
power at 3.00am on the 14th. August,
over 50 years ago.

‘Russell was a complex and independent
person who enjoyed his work and his
dedicated commitment to the quality of
sound he knew he could produce by
tweaking and coaxing the equipment to
best effect. All who knew him. and those
who were inspired by him in the radio
world, enjoyed his company and the sto-

‘After Radio London, Russell emigrated
to Canada, working at the radio station
CHFI, Toronto, installing new technology
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oped a passion for cricket. He played for
a Marlow club for many years, and even
turned out when needed in his 70s!

ries he had to tell. He was truly a pioneer
of pirate radio and took it beyond to greater heights. He is sadly missed by all his
family, friends and colleagues.

‘Flights with the ATC were highlights and
influenced his later work with his views
on time and space. He was extremely
talented in all aspects of art and crafts,
and POP SEARLE (Art) was a strong
influence.

BRIAN LLOYD (50-55) has informed
KOSA of the death of his sister, HAZEL
LLOYD (47-52) (later Weeks):
Hazel passed away peacefully on 29th
March aged 82. A much loved Mum, Nanny, sister and friend who will be sadly
missed and always in our hearts. The
funeral service was at All Saints Church,
Winterbourne Down on Tuesday 17th
April 2018. Donations, if desired, to The
Children’s Society c/o F Woodruff Funeral Directors, Winterbourne.

‘After National Service in the Navy, he
went to Loughborough, then to Corsham
Art College, where some outstanding
teachers led him to life as an artist. He
had a studio in Kingswood in the early
1950s at the back of Ralph Crate’s
father’s shop, and from there he made
his first submission to the RWA Exhibition, where he was later made an Academician.

When Hazel was at KGS she lived on
Blackhorse Road, Kingswood with her
Brother Brian and her sister WENDY (5156)

‘Moving to High Wycombe, he met and
married Joyce, a fellow artist and teacher, leading to a long and happy marriage
and four children. Their house was filled
with art works, their own and collected,
and their garden was another example
of Tony’s creativity. His work began to
be noticed and collected, and being featured in a volume of Young Artists of Note
brought further interest.

ESME RIDGE (41-47) (now Britton) has
informed us of the death of TONY CURTIS (40-47):
‘I very much regret to report that TONY
CURTIS (40-47) died in April, aged 89,
a friend of mine for over 75 years!
‘Tony (shown below on the right at a
KOSA reunion) loved his years at KGS,
and had great respect for Headmaster
MAJOR EATON. He established some
very long friendships there and devel-

‘His work went through many stages and
influences, and not least the native Australian paintings he saw on an extended
visit to MARY MILES (42-47) (now Bentley), ex KGS. Meanwhile, he was Head
of Art Department in a school in High
Wycombe until retirement. Joyce received numerous letters from old pupils,
appreciating the immense inspiration and
encouragement he had given them,
which many said had changed their lives!
‘Tony had a great sense of humour and
a wild laugh. He would have had a cackle
5

at the ‘Wet Paint’ notice on his coffin,
carried by his sons and grandsons. The
sad passing of another old friend.’

of churches. He taught me to work hard,
but also that the second drink is always
the other half.

ALAN HIRESON (62-69), our Vice-Chairman, has informed us of the death of his
uncle at the age of over 103 in February
2018. Your editor makes no apologies for
printing a resume of the sparkling career
of Dr FREDERICK THOMAS HAMBLIN
CBE (22-30) as given by his daughter
Linda at his funeral, and of printing some
reminiscences of Fred himself of the early days of KGS later in this edition:

‘I will never forget the day of my wedding
how proud he was of the sweetpeas that
he had grown for my bouquet. But there
is one characteristic that for me reflects
Dad the most, and that was his desire to
help people. He hated it if he couldn't help
solve their problems for them or provide
support. As a child I understood this need
for him to help, and so occasionally I
would let him help me ... with my
homework.
‘One such occasion resulted in an essay
called ‘My Father’ and Dad wanted to
start it by saying that "my father is a
crusty old man". He really liked this description of himself we continued to use
it between ourselves. I think he liked it
because he loved having a young family
at an age when some people have retired.
‘Dad was a great raconteur and loved to
talk of his adventures, particularly of his
school days and early days developing
plastics. Unfortunately, he only put a few
of them down on paper.

The picture (above) is Fred (left) with
Alan Hireson at one of Fred’s birthday
parties - his 100th!

‘One such story was when Dad was on
his first business trip abroad. He was due
to give big speech. He asked his boss
how long he should talk for. The answer
was "look at the first row and if they are
all asleep stop".

‘I am Linda the youngest of Dad's five
children:
‘Dad lived a very full and long life. To me
he was the one I had mock fights with,
and let me win at table tennis and card
cricket. He called me Fangio because I
cornered too fast when he was teaching
me to drive. He taught me to ride a bike
although I never saw him on one. He
sparked an interest in science in me by
throwing iron filings into a bunsen burner
flame and failed to instil in me his love of
history, even though he took me to lots

‘Dad studied artificial radioactivity for two
years for his PhD and built one of the first
neutron sources in the UK. The source
itself was a glass tube containing beryllium powder and radium bromide. One day
he lifted out the glass tube and it exploded, dispersing the radium bromide
around him. He took a shower immediately but was not sure if he had inhaled.
6

export trade and to the British Community
in Germany. His commitment to GermanBritish relations continued for the rest of
life, he became Vice Chairman of the
Anglo-German Association, was awarded their medal of Honour in 1995 and the
German Verdienstkreuz (Order of Merit)
in 1990.

‘As his Geiger counter was not working,
the next closest was in Professor Parreth's Lab in Imperial College London,
but the last train from Bristol that night
had left. He spent a restless night, then
before taking the morning train he asked
his girlfriend to marry him if all was well,
and to forget all about him if not. Prof
Parreth checked him out, gave him the
all clear, and took him for a good drink
but not before Dad had sent a telegram
to Derry and they had become engaged.

‘After returning to the UK in 1970, he
became Director General of the British
Plastics Federation, was Acting Managing director of the Crown Agents for a
year and then company secretary and
publicity coordinator for a subsidiary of
Vickers. He also led trade missions to
Iran, Oman, South Africa and Dubai.

‘On a trip to East Africa he was travelling
from Entebbe to Nairobi with some colleagues. At Lake Victoria they stopped to
camp. He wanted to take some pictures,
so walked down to the edge of the lake
- but no-one had told him about the hippo
traps placed to prevent hippos getting
onto the golf course.

‘He continued to work until he was into
his eighties in various jobs including
Chairman of the Federation of Sussex
Industries and co-founder of the Eastbourne and District Enterprise Agency.
He was president of the Brighton and
Hove Archaeological society, Chairman
of the West Pier Trust, Chairman of the
Brighton Lifeboat Association - and had
a lead back-of-the scenes role for TV
South’s Telethon 88 and 90 campaigns.
He was a liveryman of the Worshipful
Company of Horners and a Freeman of
the City of London.

‘As he was walking while looking through
the camera viewfinder the ground gave
way, he fell into a pit with stakes and
barbed wire. He climbed out, quite lacerated and dirty, and hobbled back to
camp. He washed his leg in gin and tore
a shirt into strips to bandage it. As it was
their only bottle of gin and had to last until
they got to Nairobi he was not popular.
‘After university, he joined ICI on Teesside and during the War worked as a
chemist on developing Perspex for aircraft windscreens. His career led on to
managing the techno-commercial group
supporting the sales of polythene and
other plastics throughout the world and
later ICI Plastics Export Sales Manager,
hence the stories from Africa.

‘But it was not all work and no play, and
Dad had a cheeky/adventurous streak.
From being blown through an asbestos
wall at school from a self-created TNT
explosion, to driving with university
friends a steamroller into the Bristol Victoria Rooms, to getting "shipwrecked"
without getting his feet wet but ending up
in a French vineyard, to smuggling tropical fish in thermos flasks from America
when you could not buy them in the UK.

‘Later he became Managing Director of
ICI Germany & Switzerland. At that time
he was also Vice President of the British
Trade Council in Germany. In 1966 he
was awarded the CBE for services to the

‘Dad had physically two strong characteristics:
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‘The last issue announced the death of
my cousin Ralph who passed away whilst
exercising his beloved dogs near his
home in Moreton In Marsh last December. Ralph, AKA ‘Toffee’, was 12 years
older than me but we both lived in
Hanham with our houses almost backing
on to each other. In that respect we were
a close knit family.

- the first was his moustache and we have
letters which he wrote to his father when
it was growing for the first time, describing
how he was cultivating it, and the initial
problems that he was having that one
side was going up whilst the other was
dropping.
- the second was his bow tie. Growing up
it never seemed strange to me. It was just
Dad, but Rosemary, my parents’ next
door neighbour, was impressed when
she saw Dad in the garden, mowing the
lawn in his pristine shirt and bow tie.

‘Ralph was born on 11th April 1940 to
Alice and Arthur Clark. His father was
known as Fred. Sadly when Ralph was 4
in 1944 his father was killed in an accident
whilst serving in the Army. He was an
only child but had the benefit of his cousins, my older brother and sisters, living
just round the corner. He spent a lot of
time as a child in our house.

‘I would like to add one description from
Dad's mother. She described her sons as
‘Bob has all the brains, Cyril has all the
charm and Fred has all the luck’. Duringthe war she used to·worry about Cyril and
Robert but she told her friend Elsie Williams that she did not worry about Dad
because she said that if he was in an
aircraft and had to jump out he would land
on a feather bed (and find a blonde in it!).

‘My main memory is of his Vespa scooter
that I was allowed to sit on but never got
to ride – probably as I was too young! We
also occasionally kicked a football in the
street. He attended Samuel White’s Infants and Hanham Abbots schools before
passing the 11 plus and getting to KGS.

‘Dad had lots of expressions such as the
exclamation "ibn Saud" and the toast
"erste heute", (the first today) I am on a
personal mission to get geferkeled recognised in the German language. There
was one phrase that Dad used when he
had slept particularly well. However, I
have been told that "Dad, I hope that you
are sleeping the sleep of the unjust" might
not be an appropriate send off. Therefore,
instead I would like to close with a phrase
that we said to each other at bedtime.
Schlaf gut und traeum suess von
Engelchen in Paradies. (Sleep well and
dream of angels in paradise) Dad, you
crusty old man, you are missed.’

‘My knowledge of his time at KGS is
scant, so maybe others reading this can
fill in that space? Ralph left school aged
16 to work in Lloyds Bank in Corn Street
Bristol. He worked for the bank in several
Bristol branches for quite a few years
rising to Manager before the age of 30,
something unheard of in those days.
‘Whilst at Lloyds, he bought a
Newsagent’s and Tobacconists’ shop in
Henleaze Road Bristol that his wife Kay
ran and with his help at weekends. Ralph
and Kay married when he was 22 and
she 19 and were parents to three sons,
David, Gary and Richard. He was always
called Ken by Kay and her family.

JOHN GOULD (63-70) has remembered
the passing of RALPH KENNETH
CLARK (51-56), who was a contemporary of your editor’s in GEORGE
BUTCHER’s O-level class of 5MS in
55-56:

‘He played football in the Premier Combination League for Victoria Athletic but I
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believe had to retire from that due to
injury.

JOHN MUNDIN (45-52) passed away on
10 January 2018 after a lengthy period
of illness. John was married to DEANNE
FILLINGHAM (50-55), whose brother
BARRIE was also at KGS (51-56).

‘In his mid 30’s, Ralph and Kay moved
to Moreton In Marsh where they bought
an existing business R E Gilbert & Sons.
This was and still is a ’mini’ departmental
store, specialising in ladies clothing, accessories, shoes and haberdashery. In
addition there was a carpet sales business that Ralph ran from a building to
the rear of the main shop. The shop is
still owned by Kay and the boys and the
original name has been retained. I expect some readers have visited it over
the years. Certainly many of the carpets
in my home in Oxfordshire were supplied
by him.

A cursory examination of Kingswood
Chronicles reveals that John took an
active part in the life of the school whilst
he was there. He was awarded the form
prize for 3C in 1948 and then went on to
win the subject prize for History in 1949.
John was into sports, being awarded his
Rugby 2nd XV Colours in 1949 and his
1st XV Colours in 1950. He was Captain
of Rugby in the 1951-52 Season (John
is centre, holding the ball in the photo on
page 10), and Captain of Cricket in the
50-51 Season. In fact, John played
Cricket for the school until he left in 1952,
when he was high in the batting averages.

‘Suffice it to say Ralph’s passing has
been a shock to our family but he clearly
led a full and very happy life. I would like
to find out why he had the nickname
‘Toffee’ if anyone can shed light on this?’

Academically, John obtained his Ordinary School Certificate in 1950 and in his
final year passed A-levels in Pure & Applied Maths, Physics and Chemistry.

In the photo (above) of 5MS in 1956,
Ralph Clark is 5th from the left, slightly
forward of the back row.
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Her son-in-law, Paul Jacobs, has informed KOSA of the death of MAUREEN
BRACEY (47-51) (later Taviner) who
passed peacefully away on 9th February
2018. A memorial service as a celebration of her life was held in March in memory of Maureen, who lived in Blagdon, at
Bagley Baptist Church near Wedmore.
We have been informed by daughter
Amanda of the passing of GORDON
JONES (46-53). Amanda and her sister,
Kirsten, would like anyone who knew
Gordon and would be happy to share
stories of him, to contact them so that
they can create a booklet of anecdotes
for themselves. Send them to KOSA and
we’ll pass them on.
Gordon’s service and cremation were
held at Holy Trinity, Kingswood and
Westerleigh Crematorium on 26th April
2018.
We have also been informed of the passing of PETER SKINNER (49-53) and
PETER WHITE (43-48)

Sometime our announcements create
responses:
In an earlier edition we reported the
death of NORMAN GOLDING (55-62).
We have received a note from his sister,
JENNY GOLDING (61-68) (now Burgess:
‘I want to thank you for the article about
my brother, Norman, in the last edition
of KOSA NEWS. I started to write something for the magazine for myself, as
promised, but found it too difficult a task
to complete. However, your words did
the job for me. Your kind words and the
photograph proving the existence of the
‘quiff’ I spoke of were much appreciated.’
Jenny enclosed a cheque, and concluded ‘It’s on behalf of Norman who would
most likely smile at making the ‘NEWS
himself!’

MERVYN G POWELL (49-57) has written to KOSA NEWS on the passing of
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DAVID CHURCH (49-56):
‘I was shocked and sad to read that DAVID CHURCH (49-56) had died. I have
very happy memories of times with David
whether playing cricket for the KGS first
eleven or studying History at 'A' level with
CYRIL NELSON.
It seemed strange that after getting our
degrees in History with David in Sheffield
and Geography with me in London, we
seemed to be following each other
around the country in Rotherham and
then Oxford where I was teaching at
Westminster College. As I was living in
Oxford, and his wife ROSEMARY GIBSON (52-57) and David were living in
Farringdon, we started meeting up.
‘Coincidentally, we were both interested
in model railways. David had a sizable
study devoted to his railway which was
a detailed layout of the Somerset and
Dorset Railway from its terminus in Bath
with its steep gradients heading south.
The model was perfect in detail including
the locomotives and rolling stock.
‘Certainly on one occasion we cycled the
route to Templecombe where the S & D
joined the Southern Railway from Waterloo to Exeter. Yes, very happy memories.’

In the last edition we reported the sad
passing of MARGARET ‘PEGGY’ OTLET (38-43) (later Bolt), who had a long
spell as Chairman of KOSA during its
period of rejuvenation. We have since
received a bequest from Peggy’s estate
to KOSA of £100 towards KOSA funds.
We know that KOSA was always special
to Peggy, and we are very grateful that
she included KOSA in her Will.

On 18th June KOSA Chairman STAN
BURRAGE (51-56) and your Editor attended the year 11 Awards Event to present four KOSA awards of £25 vouchers
for those students who had contributed
most to the Academy and society during
their time there.
This year the awards went to DOMINIC
LACEY (Hercules House), TY MITCHELL (Olympus House), JACK DUMMER
(Orpheus House) and PHOENIX PAYNE
(Pegasus House). We wish all the recipients and all from Year 11 successful
careers in the future. We hear that from
September 2017 all 6th Form teaching
has ceased at KOA, having been transferred to other schools in the group of
which KOA is a member. This means that
students have to attend other schools for
A-Level work and ultimate university entrance.

Remember that first day at KGS? Setting
out with some trepidation into the unknown in the complete uniform of pristine
school caps and blazers and short trousers?

Captured in September 1963 is GEOFF
LORD’s photo of himself (left) and his
friends PETE HALE and MICKEY MASON on their first day at KGS.
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Above is a photograph of 3D in 1954
sent in by KAYE FINCH (51-54) (now
Thorne) who now lives in Nailsworth.
Kaye moved to Cirencester Grammar
after KGS and then worked for Lloyds
Bank before spending 17 years in Hong
Kong, where she met her husband.
On the right of the complete row of girls
PAULINE ROGERS, who reported her
sister’s passing in this edition, is on the
outside and Kaye is next to her. On
Kaye’s right is PAT JAMES.
In keeping with the practice in those
days, the back of the shot has a selection of class members’ signatures. It
appears that of Form Master ‘FROSTY’
WINTOUR, who taught French, is missing.

It’s always nice to identify those in our
photos and CHRIS DARCH (64-69) has
given us some more information on
some photos in the last edition:
‘Some extra information concerning a
couple of the sporting photos in Edition
52:
‘P15 : The unknown is PHIL DODSWELL. He was regarded as one of the
fastest runners in my year group, and
STEVE LANGHORN was a good athlete
too. I also think that the pupil centre front
is TONY PATTAMORE.
‘P24 : U15 Rugby: Back row; l to r : MR
BOWDEN (Science teacher) PHIL DODSWELL, RICH GREY, GEOFF HUTTON
Middle row: unknown , NICK? HARRIS,
RICH BENDREY, ALAN? SMITH, unknown, JOHN BUDDEN,
ALAN
ROUND.
Front row: RICH BEAKE, CHRIS
DARCH, ROB SHERRINGTON, LES
BARNARD , ALAN WARD AND PETE
MILLET.
‘Les Barnard was on the Bristol Rovers’
books but was tragically killed in a car
crash whilst still a junior pupil at Kings12

wood, I believe. Pete Millet and Alan
Round went on to marry Kingswood
Grammar School girls. I can't remember
their names unfortunately.
‘I went on to teach locally and ended up
teaching the sons of ROY PRICE, who
was the Head of PE at Kingsfield after
JIMMY WILDE and TIM BUSH, who I
believe is teaching at Kings Oak Academy now.’

ANNE PILLINGER (60-65) writes:
‘I attended KGS 1960-1965 and my
name is Anne Pillinger. (Yes I am a relative of COLIN PILLINGER (54-61). Our
grandfathers were brothers but I never
knew mine as he died on the Somme).
‘The picture on page 9 of the latest edition of KOSA NEWS of MURIEL LAND’s
class of 1933 includes a picture of my
mother EILEEN HARRIS (third from the
right in the first row). I recognised her in
the picture before I read the section on
the people Muriel Land remembered. My
mother's name was one that Muriel remembered too.
‘I telephoned my Auntie who also attended KGS to tell her. My Auntie was MARGARET
HARRIS
(now
Gunn).
Unfortunately my mother died in 1984.
‘It just feels so great though that KOSA
NEWS brings us together. We all have
such wonderful memories of KGS. My
mother always told me I would love it
there at Kingswood Grammar School
and I did. I just had to write and say
thank you.’

JULIE MATHER-JOHNS (68-75) picked
this up on Facebook from Paul

Townsend's Bristol and the West Country Memories:
NO POTATOES FOR LUNCH SO THEY
QUIT SCHOOL - June 1948
When they found they had no potatoes
or bread with their school lunch yesterday forty pupils of Kingswood Grammar
School, near Bristol, marched from
school and stayed away all afternoon.
One of the girls who went "on strike" told
the Daily Mirror "We were almost as hungry when we got up from the meal as
when we sat down. We had a pow-wow
in the playground and decided if the
school could not satisfy our appetites we
would have a real meal at home.
"All of us live too far away to get back for
afternoon lessons so we stayed away."
Another pupil described the meal as "a
small piece of tough meat, two or three
peas and gravy," with a small helping of
tart as a sweet. Major M. J. Eaton, headmaster, said: "We have run a canteen
since 1925 when there was no help from
the authorities. The result is that we have
to rely on our old equipment to cook
meals for 400 It is adequate for only 100"
Major Eaton added that a boiler and a
gas cooker had broken down and. even
if potatoes had been delivered, none
were for the school. "Some youngsters
complained, but were satisfied when I
explained. No big-scale walkout was reported to me." A school prefect commented: " Most of the absentees left after
the register had been called. That is
probably why no report reached the
headmaster."
(info source: The Daily Mirror)
We have had many reports of the strike
sent to KOSA NEWS over the years, but
we have never been able to track down
the original story. We believe the walkout was led by the late JANET CREW
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4D -1967 (Miss Bryant)

1W -1957 (Miss Watters)

6th Form 1949
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1972 -1H

5D -1968 (Mr Humphries)

4G2 - 1958 (Mr Morris)
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(46-53) (later Beese). We’re indebted to
Julie for getting to the bottom of the story.

By a co-incidence, ANN OSBORNE (4661) (later Parchot) has written to KOSA
about the infamous KGS strike of 1948:
‘I saw the recent article concerning the
strike instigated by the late JANET
CREW (1946-53) (later Beese) and recollect some of the details.
‘Grumbling started because we had no
hot midday meals for a while, but I am
not sure if this was because the kitchen
staff were striking themselves over a
grievance or shortages I only know we
were very annoyed with 'door-step' sized
sandwiches. I Think some of the boys
whipped up initial action but I remember
Janet and I talking about it, with others.
‘She contacted a national newspaper, I
think it was the Daily Mirror, who blew
the whole affair out of proportion and it
made the centre pages. The journalese
jargon made it sound as though we
scholars were being deprived of our food
so being penalised/punished in some
way.
‘I may not be reporting the accurate facts
as now 83 years of age and memory is
not what it was!
‘I know my parents were pretty shocked
about the whole thing and I was told not
to get involved in anything like this again.
We kept the newspaper for a number of
years and there maybe copies available
for that year, think it was around 1950/1.
‘A storm in a teacup, looking back, but
Janet showed determination and leadership at that time and I remember enjoying
all the fuss it caused! I wish I could
remember what the outcome was.

‘I cannot thank KGS enough as, despite
some difficulties, it gave me a sound
grounding which has helped me in life. I
believe I was in the very first group of
pupils from working class backgrounds
to have the opportunity to sit the Scholarship entrance exams for grammar
school and to take the new GCE examinations in our final year.’

As mentioned in the Obituaries, FRED
HAMBLIN (22-32) has recorded his early
memories of Kingswood Secondary
School, (KSS) before he died at 103:
‘In 1921 a new school opened in Warmley and my father put me forward and on
10th October 1922 I was accepted at the
age of eight in to Form 1 from Mrs Harris’
Kingswood School.
‘My time at KSS was very happy since all
the teachers were keen to build the
school up and there was great enthusiasm everywhere. I remember in my first
year there was an open air production of
Antigone with superb costumes of white
fabric with Greek motifs stencilled on
them. The school was heated by large
diameter cast iron water pipes of about
7" diameter. It was always a scramble to
get a warm place near the pipes.
‘The teachers were all highly educated
and motivated and seemed to spend all
their working hours on school work. I
remember reading about X-rays and
suggested to the Physics Master, MR
HOWARD, that we should build an X-ray
tube. He readily agreed and we made
one which worked well and I still have a
picture of the bones of the hind quarters
of a mouse which were taken with it. We
did not realise the danger of exposure to
X-rays and had no shielding but no-one
appeared to have suffered later.
‘One day DICK BAILEY, later shot down
as a pilot in the RAF during WW2 and I
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had been reading about the explosive
TNT and we decided to make some one
evening after school. We duly nitrated
toluene and obtained yellow crystals of
picric acid. We tried to get then to explode by hitting them but nothing happened so we sealed them in a test tube
and put the tube on a tripod with a Bunsen burner underneath. A few seconds
after the lighting the gas there was a
terrific explosion. We were knocked off
out stools and through the asbestos wall
panelling which lined the laboratory. The
end of the lab bench was blown off and
there was a bit of a mess.
‘To our relief and surprise we were unhurt and only shaken. We crept away
and made ourselves scarce. Sometime
later when the wreckage was discovered
it was decided that there had been a gas
explosion and Dick and I were never
even questioned but I wonder how much
BEN JONES, the Chemistry master
guessed.
‘On another occasion I decided it would
be fun to measure the speed of sound
and after discussion with Mr Howard, the
Physics Master, I asked my father to
contact the local firework factory and get
them to build an enormous ‘banger’ for
me. It was a massive object over three
feet in length and on a calm dry night I
took it to the top of Siston Common and
placed seven or eight fellow pupils from
500 yards to four miles around it and at
various points of the compass.
‘They were all equipped with stop watches and measured the time between seeing the flash and hearing the bang.
We all met afterwards in my father’s
house in the village to correlate the results. After checking the distances on an
OS map, we averaged the results and
obtained a very satisfactory figure close
to that given in the text books. Later that
evening we did however receive a visit

from the local police who received many
calls from local residents that we had
scared their cattle and pets. We explained that it was all in the cause of
science and after promising not to do it
again we were let off with a caution.
‘Grandpa Hireson was Chairman of the
governors of the Grammar school for
over 15 years and many of the early
scholars made quite a mark in the world.
In the sixth form whilst I was there, three
became university professors and one,
BERNARD LOVELL, was knighted.’

It’s very rare that we at KOSA get threatening letters, so this one from TONY
PATTEMORE (63-70) sent us rushing to
update our libel insurance:
‘I am doubly appreciative that you chose
to print the photo of the 1967 Junior
Cricket team (see page 15) - twice, however miffed that you have re christened
me Alex Patterson. My wife, on the other
hand, thinks it’s hilarious and has been
calling me Alex for some time now. I’m
beginning to think she would rather be
with someone else.
‘I was team captain. The only game I
recall was batting first and being bowled
out for eleven at Thornbury Grammar;
they asked did we want to play a second
time but we declined. Not a great cricket
team but not stupid. GEOFF LORD,
when he wasn’t appearing on the West
End stage (ref the last issue), was our
demon fast bowler. At the rear to the left
is STEVE GARNON, he and I meet regularly. I presume you ignored him for the
same reason he was made to stand apart
– he’s Welsh. At the back to the right is,
if my memory serves me well, PHIL
DODSWELL, who was in the year below
the rest of us.
‘It
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was

sad

to

hear

of

STEVE

LANGHORN’s death. I have good memories from when Steve found me my last
summer holiday job, working with him in
a scaffold yard in Fishponds. We had a
lot of fun. He cut a dash on his scooter.
Every Monday morning he entertained
me with an account of his romantic adventures at the weekend. For my part,
better vicarious pleasure than none at all.
He didn’t enjoy the work; I think he spent
Monday/Tuesday recovering from the
previous weekend and Thursday/Friday
building up to the next one. He was finally
“let go” when he poured a tin of oil into
the red hot brazier we all stood around.
Typical Steve.

the (on-line) KOSA NEWS and found it
– on page 5 of No 42 Spring 2013 when
LIONEL HARRIS (52-57) made reference to it and in the following issue (No
53 Autumn 2013) on pages 13/16-17
when Margaret responded and included
a colour photo. This obviously stuck in
the depths of my mind and (miraculously)
I remembered it (no mean feat, these
days!) so I enclose some photos.

‘Please forward to me details of the person responsible for the affront to my
name in order that I can instruct my solicitor. Alternatively, I see KOSA has a
bank balance of £6,872.08 – that will do.’

We duly credit the South Gloucestershire
Gazette as copyright holders, and the
KHM.

It was also interesting to read Margaret’s
comments about the protests that took
place after Warmley RDC purchased the
sculpture, so I thought I would ‘borrow’
one for the next KOSA NEWS.’

Most of the names are given by others
which I reproduce in good faith. I have
offered my profuse apologies to Tony,
but to no avail. Our case comes up next
month. - Ed.

GEOFF COLE (55-60) has come across
some photos of interest to KOSA. The
Field was a sculpture created by MARGARET LOVELL (55-55) for Warmley
RDC, but it seems that not everyone was
happy with the Council’s decision to purchase the work of art. Geoff writes:
‘As you know I’ve been volunteering at
Kingswood Heritage Museum (KHM)
working on the photo negatives donated
by the (now defunct) South Gloucestershire Gazette. I was looking at some
photos from 1970 in which the Margaret’s
sculpture was shown.
I was sure that I had seen this more
recently, so I did some back-tracking in

The photo (above) shows the work accompanied by a model. Apart from giving
the sculpture some scale, it’s difficult to
appreciate what the model does to enhance it.
The photograph on page 19 of the crowd
at Warmley’s Council Offices perhaps
demonstrates the strength of feeling. A
petition was handed in by the local MP.
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BETTY OWEN (52-55) (now Penfold)
had lost her school photos in her many
moves over the years. Fortunately we
were able to find a copy of one of her
form photos, 3C of 1954, over with
some names. If you have lost, or never
had, photos of some of those years at
KGS, we may be able to help. We have
a large database of KGS photos and we
would be delighted to supply you with
the missing ones if we have them.

Geoff’s letter (on the previous page) is
an excuse to report that some progress
has been made in transferring the KOSA
photo collection to the Kingswood Heritage Museum research database. The
computer there can be accessed by anyone for research or personal purposes
free of charge, with certain restrictions
regarding copying and printing.

‘Thank you for the photograph. I am third
from right, wearing a non-regulation dark
belt! Sorry to have confused you, but I
am confused myself, having moved
schools so often and after such a long
time memory deserts me on occasion!

KHM currently has two exhibitions which
may be of particular interest to KOSA
members. JUDITH PILLINGER, COLIN
PILLINGER’S (54-61) widow, has kindly
loaned the Museum a model of the Beagle 2 lander which forms the centrepiece
of a Mars exhibition. Even the BBC has
loaned the Museum an historical
‘jukebox’ which you can try yourself. Go
along and try! As many of our members
have links with Hanham, they may also
enjoy the exhibition of Hanham photos
and artefacts.

‘When I joined KGS in July 1952 from a
comprehensive school in Surrey having
passed the Surrey 13+, I was kept down
a year, so actually worked a term in Form
2 in Surrey and I believe, a year in Form
2C (MR LEWIS) at KGS effectively being
a year older than the rest of the class (a
3rd year in a second year class). I then
moved with Form 2C when it became
Form 3C (MISS JACOB). The following
year, I missed Form 4 altogether, going
straight to Form 5C to take O levels. The
only way I think I could have confused
you is by mis-remembering the actual
fifth form joined. The form Master was
MR WILLIAMS, but perhaps it was not 5
C?

The Museum is open from 2 to 5pm on
Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays until
the end of November, when it closes for
the Winter. The two exhibitions will almost certainly be taken down ready for
new ones next year. There is much to
see at KHM and for three quid you can
spend a interesting afternoon on local
history.

‘Incidentally, I must say what a superb
Headmaster MR RIDLEY was. My family
were anti my staying at school a minute
longer than was legally necessary as I
was a step-child. Mr Ridley did not want
me to leave without any sort of qualification, hence the mobility. Very caring
man, wouldn't you say? (I managed 5 of
7 O levels)’
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I am attending the Downend Folk house
this evening from Box where I live, to give
a gardening talk!

A very welcome letter came from JOHN
TUCKER (62-69). Also welcome was the
bundle of photos from his era:
‘Very many thanks for the latest KOSA
NEWS. Lots to take in and enjoy. In fact

‘I have downloaded my school photos to
add to the collection, you may already
have them, especially as ALAN HIRESON (62-69), who was in my year, is Vice
chairman. He is at the top left in year 1W
(below). I also found a photo of
Fezziwig’s Ball from The Christmas Carol
(page 21). I was playing the violin with
MR ODDY, the English teacher. I can’t
name the actors except KATHERINE
LUFF and I think IAN JESSUP who took
centre stage. Anyway hope all this is
useful.’
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MARY MILES (42-49) (now Bentley)
lives in NSW 2074 and COLLEEN
BYRNE (46-53) (now Thomas) lives in
NSW 2075. Wouldn’t it be sensible if they
met? Which they did, in January, 2018,
for a coffee and chat for a couple of
hours. KOSA was glad to help.

'Very sad to read about STEVE LANGHORN (63-70), he was a year ahead of
me but I remember him as an outstanding natural sportsman who played most
sports without any apparent effort. As a
fellow member of Fussell House I know
we were delighted if he was on our team!

We send 52 copies of each edition
abroad: Australia & New Zealand 17,
Canada 13, USA 6, South Africa 1, Europe 15. Keep in touch!

'With regard to the photo of the cricket
XI on page 5 and 15 (Mea culpa - Ed), I
believe that the person on the far left is
STEVE GARNON and the far right is
PHIL DODSWELL.

STEVE GAPPER (64-71) has filled in
some of the information for the photos in
the last edition:
'Many thanks for the latest edition of your
excellent publication, something I always
look forward to reading.

'Phil can also be seen in the back row of
the rugby team photo on page 24. I was
in this team for most of the term before
breaking my nose in a match at Chippenham, so if you need the other names
please let me know. Amazing that I can
remember things that happened 50 years
ago so clearly but not what I did last week.

'I was glad to see that GEOFF LORD
(63-70) had been in touch and that MRS
EVANS (English 63-82) is still with us.
She taught us at Hanham Abbots as I
remember before moving to KGS, she
joined in 1963 and I followed the following year.

On looking at the photo of the cast of The
Admiable Crichton, I think I spotted the
future Dean of Canterbury, ROBERT
WILLIS (58-65), fourth from the left in the
front row.
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Many KGS boys were active members
of the Scouting Movement in the 111th
Kingswood Troup, and DAVID ANN (5563) has sent a photo of an award ceremony in 1960. David writes:

orchestra were in relatively early stages
of learning the instruments, Mr Hilton got
members of the staff and old scholars to
come in to stiffen the ranks in the orchestra. I was not at the concert mentioned
by Mrs Evans, but I know of it.
‘I believe that the soloist in the
Schumann Piano Concerto was
MARGARET REECE (55-62)
(now Wills), who at the time had
left KGS to study piano and cello
at the old Royal Manchester
School of Music. (I believe that
she played just the first movement, which Schumann originally
wrote as a stand-alone piece).
When at college Margaret
switched to the double bass,
which became her main instrument. Could she confirm what I
have written?

‘The photo shows TERRY ANSTEY (5562) (left) and DAVE McCARTHY (53--60)
being awarded their Queen Scout badges. Immediately above Terry’s head and
wearing spectacles is ROGER FOWLER
(54-61), between Dave and Terry Anstey
is ROGER WINDSOR (55-60).
‘Other former KGS whom I can remember at some stage were scouts in the
111th are: Tony Down, Andy Radford,
Martin Lewis, Chris Jobbins, Rodney
Harvey and his brother Derek and Brian
Hodges.’

ENID EVANS’ (English (63-82) letter triggered memories for GORDON JACKSON (55-62):
‘It brought back memories of the grand
orchestral concert given by ERIC
HILTON (Music) after he took over the
running of the orchestra.
‘Because some of the scholars in the

‘I was involved in two of the concerts after
I had left KGS. If I remember correctly,
they took place in 1964 and 1965. ‘For
the 1964 concert I wrote a suite of four
short pieces for orchestra. In the last
movement there was a tricky solo for
clarinet. Although it was not tricky for the
A clarinet, nobody had such an instrument, so it was played on the B flat clarinet. A more experienced soloist was
brought in and on the night she missed
her cue, and Mr Hilton didn’t notice!
‘In 1965 I was soloist in Beethoven’s
Piano Concerto No: 1. Having stopped
piano lessons when I left KGS, I had to
teach myself to play the piece. By then
Mr Hilton was confident enough to invite
the local paper, the old Bristol Evening
Post, to review the concerts and the reviewer, Martin Hoyle, attended. Of my
playing of the concerto he wrote “a vigorous performance, not always careful in
detail”, which in retrospect I feel was fair.
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‘Mr Hilton was not so sanguine. He wrote
a letter to the paper complaining about
the whole review, and the letter was published. Presumably the editor had a quiet
word with Mr Hoyle, because subsequent
in concerts he softened his tone considerably. Mr Hilton never asked the paper
to review his concerts again.’

JENNY GOLDING (61-68) (now Burgess) has sent in the cover page of A
Christmas Carol, in which she featured.
Jenny is looking for any more photos.
‘I read this
article with
interest especially as I
was in it 60
years ago.
The production was actually
an
operetta by
David Gray.
I attach a
photo of the
front cover
of the score
which I have
kept all these years. I played all three
spirits of Christmas, escorting Scrooge
into the past, present and future. I remember I was dressed in a silver
lame gown, sadly there are no photos
unless someone knows better!
‘I also remember that MARTIN RADFORD (Andy's younger brother) played
Mr Fezziwig and HEATHER AMOS (no
longer with us) played one of his daughters. The production played a crucial part
in securing me a place at Teacher Training College in dance and drama, very
useful over the years as a teacher.

‘I wonder if anybody else has
responded to this article and if there are
any other photographs in existence.’
Jenny, Another has been submitted - it’s
on page 21. If you go to the edition on
the Web it will be in colour and you can
manipulate it to any size. Good luck! Can
you recognise yourself? - Ed

DAVE MASSEY (66-71) has written a
veritable flood of memories to KOSA, so
many that we have held over some of
them to the next edition. Dave writes:
‘Memories of two schoolboy teacher
‘crushes’ have come flooding back in
recent issues of KOSA NEWS. DIANE
CURTIS’ (66-73) form picture in the last
issue (page 23) showing 2H from 1968,
which includes yours truly in its ranks,
had the lovely MRS VALERIE HEMUSS
as our form mistress.
‘The edition from spring 2017 (page 25)
featured the prefects from 6-1P 1967,
and centre front row is the divine Miss
ELIZABETH PITTAWAY. She broke
many boys’ hearts the next term when
she announced she had married and became MRS MORRIS!
‘The missing names in the A Christmas
Carol photo of the children of the Cratchit
family from the last edition of KOSA News
would appear to be, in addition to JOHN
HOLLOWAY (2F), BRIAN HORE (2F),
LINDA KIDD and SANDRA PRICE, according to the KGS Chronicles of 67-68.
‘Holloway is the older brother of former
Bristol Rovers’ player and manager, Ian
Holloway, who is now manager at QPR.
I didn’t know this in my school days nor
for many years until I discovered this by
chance in Ian’s autobiography Ollie – on
page 4 of the book, no less.
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‘Ian describes John affectionately as
‘being very well-read and intelligent’ who
‘had it tough from their father as he (John)
was the first-born’. Even though I am a
life-long City fan, as a highly competitive
footballer, a manager and man, I always
had a lot of time for Ian, who in comparison to John was a very different type of
individual! There is a picture of the pair
of brothers in later life with their sister in
the book.
‘I had a successful career in the music
business and met many fascinating people. One was the co-manager of the
band, Radiohead, who’s a chap called
Chris Hufford. We were sitting at a table
at the BRITS awards and I noticed he had
a West Country tinge to his accent. I said
I’d noticed it as I was originally from Bristol, and at that point he mentioned that
was where his wife came from. I asked
the inevitable ‘where did she go to
school?’ question and was floored when
he said KGS! He told me her first name
(NICOLA) and quick as a flash I asked if
her (maiden) surname was YUILL. He
was equally astonished to tell me it was!
‘Nicola (65–70 or 72) was in the year
above me in Fussell House, a striking girl
with long blonde hair, and in various issues of the Kingswood Chronicles I saw
she had sporting and artistic prowess,
playing in the School Hockey team, winning swimming and athletics awards and
appearing in a school production. I’d met
Chris several years earlier when I was
trying to sign Radiohead’s music publishing rights, well before they hit the big time.
Now had I known about his wife’s school
days and us being ex KGS, maybe I could
have got the band!
‘In my form was a boy called KIM
SCUDAMORE (66-73), who lived on
Gladstone Street in Soundwell. Kim

wasn’t able to play any contact sports due
to a medical condition, but had a younger
brother who could. I used to see that
brother wearing his schoolboy shorts
when I visited Kim.
‘That younger brother followed his elder
sibling to Kingsfield. His name was RICHARD and he’s gone on to do rather well
in the world of sport! He was the Chief
Executive of the Premier League football
organisation and a big player in UK sports
management. He, like me, is an avid Bristol City supporter.
‘The Scudamore family’s bungalow was
opposite the nearby roads, Church and
Pool Road. Though this is traditionally
Rovers ‘territory’ several people linked to
the Reds lived in those two roads. two of
them had been or were on the City Board
when I grew up - the Director, Bob Marshall, whose papers I delivered; and
former Chairman and genuine City legend, the late, great Harry Dolman, whose
widow is life-time President of the club.
‘At the far end of Pool Road lived a kid,
Steve Henderson, who I played football
with at the Kleenezee playing field. Steve
went to Staple Hill Secondary Modern so
I lost touch, but was someone who I met
up with many years later. As I knew the
then City Chairman, Scott Davidson, I got
him a job in the media department. Part
of his duties included editing the club
programme, so yours truly got himself a
gig writing for it for several seasons! It
was certainly a small world!’
More next time - Ed

In addition to BERNARD LOVELL and
COLIN PILLINGER, KGS has a current
member of the celebrated Royal Society;
DAVID EWINS (53-59). David became a
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Professor of Engineering at Imperial College during his career, but showed early
promise at KGS.
Whilst at KGS David obtained the agreement of British Rail to carry out a study
of the track profile of the Western line
between Bristol (Temple Meads) and
Bath Spa. Spurred on by his interest in
railways, David built the track recording
equipment from a collection of Meccano
parts and other equipment, carried out
the study, and produced a paper, The
Science of Comfortable Rail Travel,
which won first prize in the Schools’ Essay Competition in 1960.
David has given KOSA a copy of the
paper, which unfortunately is too voluminous (and technical?) to produce in
KOSA NEWS. However, we produce the
front page of the essay (below), which
mentions KGS. David writes:

had arrived a few months earlier I might
have taken it up, but by then I had an
offer to go to Cambridge, where I joined
up with Rolls Royce. And the rest, as they
say, is history…
‘...and I really do feel bad about never
following up the various items of our era
in KOSA NEWS. I do still read it enthusiastically every time it arrives in the post…
‘…One item caught my attention this time
was the In Memoriam mention of COLIN
PILLINGER, and his Memorial Lecture.
As you will know, I was a contemporary
of his (a year older, I think). I ran into him
at the Royal Society about 10 years ago
and was in intermittent contact with him
then until his death. In fact, my wife had
started to make overtures to him about
coming to give a talk at the local Junior
School where she was a governor, and
she had brought in three international
scientific experts to talk to this motley
group of youngsters in an agricultural
community!. That reminder was triggered
by the report of the 3rd Memorial Lecture.
‘Something of a remarkable coincidence
has arisen this year - just at the end of
my career - in that I have joined a group
of consultants for NASA. Strange how
several 'roads' from KGS led out into
space!’

‘I attach here a copy of the ‘essay’ I wrote
in 1960 about my exploits on BR between
Bristol and Bath. I got an offer of a PhD
studentship from BR almost exactly 3
years after this was published. If the offer

RON WILLIAMS (50-58) has been doing
some research, partly prompted by some
references in KOSA NEWS, to the old
British School Room in Kingswood where
some KGS events were held pre-war.
Ron writes:
‘Recently I have been looking at my family tree and I have identified at least three
earlier generations living in the Kingswood area. The male members of these
families were all coal miners who spent
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their entire lives within 3 miles of Kingswood.
‘My great-great grandfather, Abraham
Williams, was born on 2 May 1810, but
he was christened, together with his sister
Elizabeth, on 17 August 1814 at Kingswood School! This obviously raised a
question which I felt obliged to try to answer.
‘In the early/mid 1700s the City of Bristol
was largely contained within the medieval
city walls. The population was about
40,000 but this was increasing rapidly.
Bristol had a growing engineering industry and a leading role in glass manufacture, industries which require substantial
energy inputs. To the East of Bristol was
Kingswood Forest which was known to
have numerous coal deposits close to the
surface.
‘Over the following 100 years more than
70 coal mines were established to the
east of Bristol. 17 of these coal mines
were within walking distance of Kingswood. There were thousands of coal miners in the Kingswood area who were
virtually all illiterate and desperately poor.
Kingswood was a rough and deprived
area, and it was considered to be unwise
for an ‘outsider’ to enter the area without
an armed escort. In about 1730 three
charismatic evangelical preachers came
to Bristol; John Wesley, his brother
Charles, and their ex-student from their
time at Oxford University, George Whitfield. (sometimes spelt Whitefield). All
three were banned from preaching in the
established Church of England because
of their radically different approach to
worship.
‘
They started preaching in the open air in
Kingswood, and especially in Hanham.
Their open air congregations often numbered several thousands of coal miners.

The Wesleys and George Whitfield also
started to build a new chapel building in
Broadmead, known as the New Room.
This is now identified as ‘The Cradle of
Methodism’. They also started a chapel
and schoolroom in Kingswood particularly for the children of the coal miners. This
was known as Kingswood House and
established the first ‘church’ and the first
school in Kingswood. Presumably this is
where my great-great grandfather was
christened some 75 years later.
‘At this time George Whitfield left John
Wesley to get on with the project while
he returned to Georgia on a second mission to preach to the savages (direct
quote - not my words), leaving John Wesley to deal with the savages in Kingswood. When he returned to Kingswood
in 1741 George Whitfield objected to
John Wesley's preaching style and content, and set about creating a rival church,
also in Kingswood. This started as the
Society Rooms in 1741 which was extended in 1802 and again in 1834. In 1851
it was rebuilt in the Gothic Style to create
the Whitfield Tabernacle the ruins of
which still exist.
‘In the meantime John Wesley's project,
Kingswood House, went from strength to
strength. Having been established to provide a school for the children of the local
coal miners, Kingswood House was expanded several times to provide boarding
school accommodation mainly for the
children of Methodist Ministers. Presumably other schools had been established
for the miners’ children.
‘In 1851 even the extended Kingswood
House was too small and the decision
was made to relocate the boarding school
as Kingswood School in Bath. John Wesley not only took the school name to Bath
but also took some of the fixtures and
fittings. His original pulpit from Kingswood
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House now rests in the Dining Room in
Kingswood School in Bath. What happened to Kingswood House? In 1851 it
became a Reformatory School. The original buildings remained as part of Kingswood Reformatory School until they were
demolished in 1919, which I believe was
2 years before KGS was established.
‘It would be stretching credulity too far to
claim a link between KGS. and Kingswood School in Bath. However it might
be argued that KGS has its origins in
Kingswood Reformatory School! Incidentally, Abraham Williams went on to marry
3 times and raised 11 children on a
miner’s pay.’

Since the last KOSA NEWS Gareth Cooper (74-78), Mike Davidson (60-66),
Anne Carter (58-63), Jacqueline Burchill
(57-63), Peggy Wilmott (57-63), Peter
Hancock (55-?), Liz Payne (56-60), Susan Britton (58-63) and John Griffin (5966) have joined KOSA.

We are pleased to welcome MARGARET
REECE (55-62) (now Wills) as the new
Secretary of KOSA. Margaret, who has
been a member since the early days of
KOSA, kindly volunteered for the role.
We hope she will enjoy being on a friendly Committee of like-minded people.
Margaret, who is a professional musician,
has played in the School Orchestra both
when at and after school and studied at
the Royal Manchester College of Music
after leaving KGS.
She is a regular volunteer at Dyrham
Park, acting as a room guide and playing
the harpsichord to give a period feel to
visitors to the local National Trust property (see photo, top right).

KOSA has been set up to bring Old Scholars together. As a consequence, we
share personal data such as addresses
and other contact information between
members, unless expressly requested
not to do so without prior permission.
Naturally, we keep a database of such
information in order to contact members,
but the database is only made available
in its entirety to elected Committee members. Members may obtain their removal
from the database at any time by request
to the Editor, who maintains it regularly.
Hard copies of KOSA NEWS are sent to
members in order to keep them informed
and to maintain their contact with the Association, which would otherwise be lost.
Members may, however, also read the
magazine online.

By 1970 KGS had become Kingsfield.
However, those who entered the Lower
Sixth by 1970 would have commenced
their secondary education at what was a
grammar school. As a measure of the
changes to education and an indication
of the numbers qualifying for progression
to Higher Education (university level),
compare this photo with the whole 6th
form of 1949 on page 14.
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